


On August 21st 2009, Shawn Sullivan and Bob Leimkuehler from Memorial
Shoreway rescued three men who capsized their boat from the Sandusky Bay.
The three men, who were from Portsmouth Ohio, were visiting Lake Erie for a weekend
fishing trip. They were aboard a 19’ center console boat with a 150 HP outboard
engine. Shortly after launching their boat, the three men realized that the lake was much
rougher than they had anticipated and had decided to turn around and return to shore. As
the captain tried to maneuver the boat back against the rolling seas a huge wave engulfed
the engine stalling it out. Without warning a second huge wave hit the backside of the
boat causing it to take on too much water and capsize. When the boat capsized the three
fishermen were all tossed overboard. “It all happened in about fifteen seconds,” claimed
the captain of the boat shortly after the rescue. Fortunately, all three men had life jackets,
which most likely saved their lives.




The captain of the boat was thrown away from the boat and could not swim
back to it in the waves. Upon realizing his situation he yelled for the other two men
to stay with the boat while he attempted to swim to shore and find help. The other
two men were able to climb up on the capsized boat where they waited for over
an hour and a half before being rescued. The captain swam as hard as he could
against the current trying desperately to reach shore, but was no match for the
powerful current. Luckily for the captain, this is where the story takes a turn for the
better.

Bob was out in the yard on the phone and was looking out into the bay.
While staring aimlessly out to sea, something caught Bob's eye. At first it looked
like a kayaker paddling in the bay, but the more he watched the more this didn’t
seem right. Taking a closer look he realized that someone was in the bay and was
yelling for help. Bob quickly started yelling for his son-in-law Shawn to grab two
life jackets and keys for the jet skis.



As fast as they could Shawn and Bob launched a jet ski and started out
after the man in the water. When they reached the exhausted man, he told
them that he had capsized his boat, and that two other men were still with
the boat. However, the captain couldn’t tell them where the boat was, as he
hadn’t been able to see since he washed away from it. Shawn and Bob were
able to secure the man and pull him to shore. After making sure the man was
safe, the pair set back out to find the boat and two other men.

After making a short stop to secure the jet ski key to the life jackets,
Shawn and Bob took off toward the last area the boat was seen. They
located the two other men fairly quickly in the middle of the bay across from
Dempsey’s Access. They were holding on to the bow of the boat sticking
out of the water about two feet. Shawn and Bob yelled to the men for one of
them to come off the boat and get on to the jet ski.




While trying to board the jet ski, the man didn’t come up the back straight on
and flipped Shawn and Bob into the water. Luckily, both Shawn and Bob reacted
quickly enough to keep the jet ski from overturning and were able to keep it
upright in the water. All three men were able to re-board with the help of the
other stranded fisherman. As quickly as possible they all headed back to shore
knowing that they had to leave one man behind.

Upon reaching the shore, they dropped off the 2nd of three fishermen and
Shawn jumped off to get a second jet ski. After being tipped once it was too
risky not to have the second jet ski in case something else happened leaving
them stranded in the water. This time both Shawn and Bob headed out to rescue
the 3rd man. By the time they had returned, the last fisherman was no longer by
the capsized boat, but had drifted some distance from it because he could not
swim back in the rough water. After locating the man, Bob was able to get him
aboard the jet ski and they headed for shore.













